Who cares for the patient with heart failure?
Heart failure is a progressive and often fatal clinical syndrome caused by cardiac dysfunction. Therapeutic advances in both acute and chronic heart failure care have resulted in the ability to partially or completely reverse cardiac dysfunction, with accompanying reductions in attributable morbidity, mortality, and cost. In order to examine who is best suited to provide care for the patient with heart failure, we must recognize that treatment options vary in relationship to the stage of the disorder. Use of a contemporary heart failure classification scheme facilitates stratification of primary and secondary prevention and tertiary care options.